IMAGE DATA COMPRESSING METHOD AND APPARATUS 
WHICH COMPRESS IMAGE DATA SEPARATELY BY MODIFYING COLOR 



CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 
This application is based on and incorporates herein 
by reference Japanese patent applications No. 2000-130177 filed 
April 28, 2000, No. 2000-337642 filed November 6, 2000, and No. 
2000-394887 filed December 26, 2000. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention generally relates to an 
apparatus and method capable of compressing image data in a 
higher image data compression ratio. More specifically, the 
present invention relates to an image data compressing method 
and apparatus that compresses image data separately by modifying 
color. 

Resolving of image data is considerably increased in 
image display technical fields . To display images , frame buffer 
memories having very large capacities are required, which are 
uaed for multi-value data indicative of multiple gradation and 
also for primary color data constituting a color. In addition, 
in order to improve data transfer speeds, these frame buffer 
memories are built in an IC (integrated circuit) . However, this 
technical solution would cause a cost-up problem. On the other 
hand, in the case that such a method for cutting out lower-grade 
bits of image data having lower importance degrees is simply 
employed to reduce a total data amount, image qualities of 
resultant images would be readily degraded. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
increase an image data compression ratio, while minimizing 
degradation of image qualities . 

According to the present invention, an image data 
compressing apparatus comprises, a color selecting unit, a data 
separating unit and a data compressing unit . The color selecting 
unit selects an arbitrary color from an original image data. The 
data separating unit separates the image data into modified data 
and position data. The modified data is produced by modifying 
or eliminating a color of an image portion from the image data 
selected by the color selecting unit. The position data 
indicates a position where the color image portion selected by 
the color selecting unit is present. The data compressing unit 
compresses the modified data and the position data separately. 
This apparatus is particularly useful for ensuring high 
continuity of data and increasing data compression. 

Preferably, the data separating unit separates the 
image data into position data, remaining data and all-position 
data, and separates sequentially the position data into position 
data and an image in an order of predetermined selected colors . 
The selected colors are located in the position data, and the 
image is produced by extracting the selected colors. The 
compressing unit compresses the remaining data, the all-position 
data and the position data of each of the selected colors 
separately. 



Preferably, a reconstructing unit is provided for 
reconstructing a color palette prior to a data converting 
operation by a data converting unit in the data compressing unit 
in such a manner that indexes of pixels are approximated to be 
5 close to each other, and the pixels are continued in a data 

processing sequence within the image data. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
For a better understanding of the present invention, 
reference is made to the accompanying drawings . In the drawings : 
10 Fig. 1A and Fig. IB are block diagrams schematically 

showing an arrangement of an apparatus and a method for an image 
data compression according to a first embodiment of the present 
invention, respectively; 

Fig. 2A is an explanatory diagram showing an example 
15 of a map image as an original image data, Fig. 2B is an explanatory 

diagram showing an example of modified data of a background 
portion which is modified by a brown color equal to a color of 
a road, and Fig. 2C is an explanatory diagram showing a 
relationship among a modified color data, a selected position 
20 data, and an original image data; 

Fig. 3 is an explanatory diagram showing general 
operations of the first embodiment in which a map image is 
separated to be compressed; 

Fig. 4A is a block diagram schematically showing an 
25 arrangement of an image data compressing apparatus according to 

a second embodiment of the present invention, and Fig. 4B is an 
explanatory diagram showing a relationship among a remaining 
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data, a selected position data, and an original image data; 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram schematically showing an 
arrangement of an image data compressing apparatus according to 
a third embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 6 is a block diagram schematically showing an 
arrangement of an image data compressing apparatus as a 
comparative example; 

Fig. 7 is an explanatory diagram showing a data 
separation method executed in the comparative example; 

Fig. 8 is an explanatory diagram showing a data 
separation method according to the third embodiment; 

Fig. 9 is an explanatory diagram showing a data 
separation method according to the third embodiment; 

Fig. 10 is a block diagram showing an arrangement of 
an image data compressing apparatus according to the third 
embodiment in which a run-length conversion and a coding 
operation are preformed in a parallel; 

Fig. 11A is a block diagram schematically showing an 
arrangement of an image data compressing apparatus according to 
a fourth embodiment of the present invention, and Fig. 11B is 
an explanatory diagram showing a separation method selecting 
curve; 

Fig. 12 is a block diagram schematically showing an 
arrangement of an image data compressing apparatus according to 
a fifth embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 13 is an explanatory diagram showing a method for 
determining both a selected color and a priority order in the 



fifth embodiment; 

Fig. 14 is a block diagram schematically showing an 
arrangement of an image data compressing apparatus according to 
a sixth embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 15A and Fig. 15B are explanatory diagrams showing 
a direct color system and a color palette system, respectively; 

Fig. 16A and Fig. 16B are explanatory diagrams showing 
a lossy compression of the direct color system and a lossy 
compression of the color palette system, respectively; 

Fig. 17 is an explanatory diagram showing a display 
or expression based on the dither method contained in a map image; 

Fig. 18 is an explanatory diagram showing a method for 
improving a compression ratio in a case that a compression ratio 
in the color palette system is lowered; 

Fig. 19A is an explanatory diagram showing a map image 
on which a landmark is indicated, Fig. 19B is an explanatory 
diagram showing a method for effectively using a color palette, 
and Fig. 19C is an explanatory diagram showing an example of a 
color palette reconstruction with respect to colors as to 
elements contained in the map image; 

Fig. 20 is a block diagram showing an apparatus and 
a method according to a seventh embodiment which is a combination 
of the first to sixth embodiments. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The present invention will be described in more detail 
with reference to various embodiments which are directed to a 
map display of a vehicle navigation system. 



(First Embodiment) 

Referring first to Fig. 1A and IB, a first image data 
compressing apparatus is comprised of a color selecting unit 10, 
a data separating unit 20, and a data compressing unit 30. The 
apparatus executes an image compressing process operation with 
respect to input image data having a multi-value. 

The color selecting unit 10 selects a color contained 
in image data which should be compressed, and instructs the 
selected color to the data separating unit 20. In response to 
this instructed color, the data separating unit 20 separates 
image data. As to this color selection process and the data 
separation process, a map image shown in Fig. 2A is referred to 
as image data to be compressed. 

The color selecting unit 10 selects a color (for 
instance, cream or pale pink) of a background of this map image. 
The color of this background may be a color which is used over 
a relatively large area on a display image. Then, in the data 
separating unit 20, modified data whose color is similar to a 
color of a surrounding portion of this selected background 
portion is produced by a data modifying unit 21. This 
surrounding color corresponds to a road in the map image of Fig. 
2A. 

In Fig. 2A, map image is shown in a simplified manner. 
That is, hotels, schools, stations, department stores and parks 
are indicated with alphabetical symbols H, SC, ST, D and P, 
respectively. Further, the road color (brown) is indicated with 
dots . 



The background portion which is originally in the 
cream color is modified by using the brown color which is the 
same as the color of the road. That is, the background portion 
is modified as shown in Fig. 2B by painting the background of 
5 the original image data with the brown color of the road which 

is a modifying color. 

In addition, the data separating unit 20 acquires 
position data indicative of such a position where the background 
color is present within the original image data. These modified 

10 color data (cream) and the position data (background) are defined 

as a modified color data (modified data) and a selected color 
position data (position data), respectively. 

It is so assumed here that a value of the modified color 
(cream color of the background) is set to 200, and a value of 

15 the modifying color (brown of the road) is set to 100. Fig. 2C 

represents a relationship among the modified color data, the 
selected position data, and the original image data (original 
data). It is further assumed that the original image data 
(original data) is defined with 255 -> 200 -> 200 100 -> 200 

20 -» 200 200 -> 100 -> , as an array of color values. Since 

the value of the selected color (cream) is 200 and the value of 
color to be modified is 100 of the road color, the color value 
"200" is replaced with "100" in the modified color data. Thus, 
the modified color data is defined with an array of the values 

25 255 -> 100 -> 100 -> 100 -» 100 -> 100 -> 100 -» 100 . 

It should be noted that as to the values of these colors , 
only one value is used to express the relevant color for the sake 
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of brevity. Alternatively, as exemplified in Fig. 3, when these 
color values are represented by a direct color (RGB) , each color 
may be expressed by a set of three values. 

A position which is replaced with 100 is defined as 
5 "1" and a position which is not replaced with 100 is defined as 

"0." Thus, the flag data becomes an array of0->l-»l-»0 

_>l-»l-»l->0-» , . This flag data is thus a stream of 

1 bit data. 

Each of the data, which is separated into the modified 
10 color data and the selected position data, is separately 

compressed by a data compressing unit 30. The data compressing 
unit 30 has a data converting unit 31, a coding unit 32, and a 
coding amount control unit 33 . Both the modified color data and 
selected position data are separately data-compressed in a 
15 conventional data compressing process. 

First, as exemplified in Fig. 3, in the data converting 
unit 31, RGB data is converted into a luminance (brightness) 
component (Y) and a color difference component (Cb, Cr) . 
Thereafter, in order that the respective components of Y, Cb, 
20 Cr are expressed in multiple precision, these components are 

resolved into bit planes. Then, the run-length conversion 
(coding) is carried out in unit of each plane so as to increase 
deviation of the data. The resultant data is supplied to the 
coding unit 32. In the coding unit 32, a variable length code 
25 is allocated to the supplied data by employing Huffman coding 

method. Thereafter, in order to make a data amount constant, 
an amount of produced codes is controlled by the code amount 



control unit 33. In this code amount control unit 33 , the code 
amount control operation is carried out in such a manner that 
such bit planes whose importance degrees are low are sequentially 
cut off, or discarded. As a result, when the bit plane is cut 
5 off, the lossy data compression is realized. 

As to the selected position data, since this selected 
position data need not be expressed in the multiple precision 
as explained in the above modified color data, this selected 
position data is not resolved into bit planes, but is directly 

10 processed by the run-length conversion. The run-length 

converted data is supplied to the coding unit 32. After a 
variable length code is allocated to the supplied data in the 
coding unit 32, the code amount control operation is carried out 
by the coding amount control unit 33. It should also be noted 

15 that no bit plane cut-off process is carried out as to this 

selected position data. As a result, the lossless data 
compression is realized. 

It should also be noted that the data indicative of 
the selected color is also required in order to return the color 

20 based upon the selected position data. However, since this data 

may be made of only such data representative of the background 
color { "200" ) , its data amount can be neglected, as compared with 
the data amount to be compressed. As a consequence, this data 
amount never causes any problem in the case that the entire data 

25 compression efficiency is improved. 

As described above, in this first embodiment, an 
arbitrary color is selected from the original image data to be 
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separated into the modified color data and the selected position 
data , and each data is compressed separately . While the modified 
color data corresponds to such data that the background portion 
is modified to be equal to the road color, the selected color 
5 of the background corresponds to the color which may be 

relatively used many times within the map image data. More 
specifically, in this case, the selected background color is 
equal to such a color which is most-popularly used. 

It can be seen that as to such an image of Fig. 2B in 

10 which the color of the background is made equal to the color of 

the road, the continuity of the same color is considerably 
increased with respect to the original image data of Fig. 2A. 
As a result, when the data is run-length-converted by the data 
converting unit 31, the length of the same data which are 

15 continued becomes relatively long. Thus, the data compression 

efficiency may be improved more relative to a conventional case 
in which the original image data is not separated. Therefore, 
even when the selected position data is separately compressed 
as in the first embodiment, the data compression efficiency may 

20 be increased, as compared with a conventional data compression 

efficiency achieved when the original data is directly 
compressed. 

As a consequence, in this first embodiment, the 
lower-bit data as to the modified color data may be cut off in 
25 the coding amount control unit 33 . Considering such a case that 

the data amount is compressed to be equal to the data amount by 
the conventional compressing method, even under such a condition 
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that the lower-bit data should be cut off to realize the lossy 
data compression in the conventional compressing method, there 
are same possibilities that the lower-bit data is not cut off 
and the lossless data compression may be realized in accordance 
with the data compressing method of this embodiment. Otherwise, 
even when the lower-bit data is cut off, the cut-off data amount 
is relatively small, which may relatively reduce degradation the 
image quality. 

As to the modified color data, because the data 
compression is carried out as to each value of the RGB data, the 
improvement in the data compression ratio may be further attained. 
Instead of the RGB data, the luminance component and/or the color 
difference component (Y, Cb, Cr) may be employed. 

As to the color selection process, an arbitrary color 
contained in the original image data may be selected. In the 
above original map image, the road image other than the 
background image may be selected. Alternatively, a symbol may 
be selected. In view of an improvement in an image compression 
efficiency, it is preferable to select such a color which may 
cause the spatial frequency of the image to be increased. The 
color of the road contained in the map image frequently 
interrupts the continuity of the background color, which may 
impede that the same data is continued while the run-length 
conversion is carried out. As a result, this road color may be 
conceived as an example of "color for causing spatial frequency 
of image to be increased." Since this color is selected, it is 
conceivable that the data compression efficiency is relatively 



improved . 

Then, when the color selecting unit 10 selects the 
color, the following color selection process may be conceived. 
That is, while the relevant image (map image in this embodiment) 
5 is used, the color selecting unit 10 may select such a color which 

is instructed from an external device for executing a pre- 
selected application software process operation. 
Alternatively, such a color selection may be automatically 
effected by the color selecting unit 10. For example, while 

10 colors contained in an original data are selected one by one, 

the selected color is frequency-converted under such a condition 
that this selected color is modified by using a color surrounding 
this selected color, a degree at which a spatial frequency is 
reduced is detected. Thus, such a color which owns a maximum 

15 reducing degree is selected. 

(second Embodiment) 

In a second embodiment, as shown in Fig. 4A, a data 
compressing apparatus is constructed similar to the first 
embodiment. Only a data separating unit 120 is different from 
20 the data separating unit 20 of the first embodiment. That is, 

the data separating unit 120 has no modifying unit 21 therein, 
and hence no data modification operation is carried out . Instead , 
a data thinning-process operation is performed to reduce the 
number of data. 

25 Instead of the modified color data shown in Fig. 2C 

of the first embodiment, a remaining data is produced as shown 
in Fig. 4B. It is assumed that the original data is comprised 
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of an array of color values, i.e., 255 -> 200 -> 200 -> 100 -> 

200 -> 200 -» 200 -> 100 -» in the same manner as in the first 

embodiment. Since the value of the selected color is "200" of 
the background color, this value of 200 is extracted from this 
color value array. Thus, the remaining data becomes an array 

of values, i.e. , 255 -> 100 -» 100 255 -> 100 -> . Aresulting 

content of the data-compressed image data after the original data 
has been separated is made similar to that of the first 
embodiment . 

Since the data separation is performed in the second 
embodiment as in the first embodiment, the entire data 
compression efficiency can be improved similarly as in the first 
embodiment. In the case of the modified color data {first 
embodiment), the data size of this modified color data is not 
changed from the data size of the original data, but the data 
can be processed in a parallel mode when the data is expanded. 
To the contrary, in the case of the remaining data (second 
embodiment), the data size of this remaining data becomes 
relatively smaller than the modified color data of the first 
embodiment. However, inserting or embedding operation is 
required in order to sequentially insert the remaining data in 
accordance with the position data. When the data is expanded, 
since the data should be processed in a serial manner, it is likely 
that that the data processing operation would require a longer 
period. If this lengthy data processing time does not cause any 
practical problem, then the data compression efficiency may be 
further improved in the second embodiment due to the reduction 



of the data size of the remaining data. 

The above image data compressing apparatus of the 
first and second embodiments may be implemented by way of various 
modified modes. 

5 (1) For instance, although the selected color is only one 

color in the first and second embodiments, a plurality of colors 
may be selected. In this alternative case, as to the selected 
position data which is shown as the 1-bit data stream in Fig. 
2C and Fig. 4B, "n" sets of flag data may be prepared when "n" 

10 pieces of colors are selected. 

Alternatively, the following color selection may be 
carried out. That is, a selected position data is formed which 
indicates each position where n-bit (2 n -l) colors are present. 
For example, if three colors of red (R), green (G) and blue (B) 

15 are selected, these three colors may be represented by 2 bits. 

It is assumed that symbol "00" indicates such a state where none 
of three colors is selected; symbol "01" indicates the red color; 
symbol "10" shows the green color; and symbol "11" represents 
the blue color. When this modification is introduced, if a 

20 single selected position data constituted by an n-bit data stream 

is prepared, then the image data compressing apparatus may be 
applied to (2 n -l) colors. As a consequence, it is likely that 
the data compression ratio can be further improved while the data 
amount of the selected position data itself is relatively reduced. 

25 However it should be noted that when each color is indicated by 

1 bit, "n" colors requires "n" bits. Since the data compression 
ratio in the position data corresponding to each of "n" colors 
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is increased, it is likely that the total compression ratio may 
be increased. 

(2) With respect to the colors used in the modification, 
when the number of selected colors is "n," the modification 
colors may be separately set to the respective selected colors. 
Alternatively, only one modification color may be commonly used 
in any of these selected colors. For instance, the color of the 
background is modified by employing the color of the road. 
Alternatively, while two colors of both the background and the 
symbol are selected, both colors may be modified by using the 
road color. 

(3) In the above embodiments, the data compressing unit 
33 sequentially and separately compresses both data. 
Alternatively, two sets of the data converting unit 31, the 
coding unit 32, and the coding amount control unit 33 may be 
provided, so that the data may be processed in a parallel manner 
as opposed to the serial process. If no real-time operation is 
especially required for the data compression itself, only one 
set of the above data compression arrangement will suffice. 

(4) The image data need not be a map image, but may be any 
type of images . It should be understood that when the map image 
is used, the road is considered to be the portion which may cause 
an increase in the spatial frequency, and also the color of the 
background portion is considered to be the color which is 
relatively used many times. As a consequence, the image data 
compressing method of the above embodiments may be effectively 
applied in which the color data are separately compressed. In 



a case that the map image is compressed, both the background color 
and the road color may be merely designated from an external 
device outside the image data compressing apparatus. When the 
color selecting unit 10 is so arranged as to automatically 
5 determine the proper color, this compressing apparatus may be 

effectively applied to any images. 

(5) When the modified data or the remaining data is 
subjected to a data conversion by the data conversion unit 31, 
DCT (discrete cosine transform) may be employed in place of the 
10 run-length conversion. Further the data compressing unit 30 may 

be constructed to compress data by LZ method. 
(Third Embodiment) 

A third embodiment is directed to improve the image 
data compressing apparatus of the first and the second 

15 embodiments. As shown in Fig. 5, an image data compressing 

apparatus has a color selecting unit 10, a data separating unit 
20, and a data compressing unit 30. This image compressing 
apparatus is also for executing a data compressing process 
operation with respect to input original image data having a 

20 multiple value. 

The color selecting unit 10 selects a color contained 
in the original image data which is to be compressed, and then 
instructs the selected color to the data separating unit 20. In 
response to this selection of color, the data separating unit 

25 20 separates the image data. As to the color selection process 

by the color selecting unit 10, any colors in the original image 
data may be selected. For instance, in the case that a map image 
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is employed as the original image data, a color of a road on this 
map image may be selected. Also, while this original image data 
is employed, such a color may be selected which is instructed 
from an external device capable of executing a pre-selected 
application software process operation. For example, when the 
original image data is the map image, the color selection process 
may be made in response to an instruction issued from a navigation 
system. 

Data separation method in this embodiment will be 
explained with reference to Fig. 5, Fig. 8 and Fig. 9 in comparison 
with one method (Fig. 6 and Fig. 7) proposed previously in 
Japanese patent application No . 2000-130177 by the same assignee 
as the present application, assuming that three colors are set 
as selected colors . Specifically, Fig . 8 shows a data separation 
condition in the case that there is a small amount of remaining 
data, and Fig. 9 shows a data separation condition in the case 
that there is a large amount of remaining data. 

In Fig. 5, with respect to input original image data 
Dl having a multiple value, an all-selected color position 
detection block 201 employed in the data separating unit 20 
detects that the three selected colors are located on which 
places of the input image data, and then produces all-position 
data D2. Furthermore, a first separation block 202 separates 
this all position data D2 into data made of only the selected 
colors (position data D3 ) , and image data obtained by extracting 
the position data D3 from the input image data Dl, that is, 
remaining data D4 . 



At this stage, this all-position data D2 is sent to 
the data compressing unit 30 to be processed by the 2-value 
run-length converting operation. Thereafter, the converted 
data is coded (that is , code is allocated from code table ) . Also , 
at this stage, the remaining data D4 is also sent to the data 
compressing unit 30. This remaining data D4 is firstly resolved 
into bit planes in a block 301, and thereafter, this bit plane 
is processed by the 2-value run-length converting operation in 
a block 302, and the converted data is coded in a block 3 03. 

On the other hand, as to the position data D3, a 
selected color position detection block 203 of the data 
separating unit 20 firstly determines such a selected color 
having the set highest priority order . A second separation block 
204 separates the position data into first position data D5 and 
selected color remaining data D6. This first position data D5 
indicates such a position where this selected color (that is, 
selected color having highest priority degree) is present within 
the position data D3 . This selected color remaining data D6 is 
produced by extracting this selected color (that is, such a 
selected color having highest priority order) from the position 
data D3. Thus, the selected color remaining data D6 which has 
been produced by being separated in this manner is sent to the 
selected color position detection block 203. 

This selected color position detection block 203 
determines such a selected color having the next highest priority 
order. The second separation block 2 03 separates the selected 
color remaining data into second position data D7 and selected 



color remaining data D8. This second position data D7 indicates 
such a position where this selected color (that is, selected 
color having second highest priority degree) is present within 
the position data D3 . This selected color remaining data D8 is 
produced by extracting this selected color (that is, such a 
selected color having next highest priority order) from the data 
D6. 

A series of the above operations is repeatedly carried 
out plural times which are equal to a total number of selected 
colors. The position data (that is, first, second, third 
position data D5, D7, D9 ) corresponding to the three selected 
colors are separated from the input image data Dl. These 
position data are sequentially sent to the data compressing unit 
3 0 so as to be processed by the run-length conversion and the 
coding operation in respective blocks 302 and 303 . The outputs 
of the coding blocks 303 are sent to a multiplexing block 3 04 
to be multiplexed. 

In accordance with the image data compressing 
apparatus of this third embodiment, when the image data having 
the multiple value is compressed, since this image data is 
separated from the remaining data D4 and the position data D5, 
D9 and all-position data D2 , the following advantages can be 
achieved. 

The remaining data D4 corresponds to such data 
obtained by thinning-processing an image of a selected color. 
For instance, in the case that a map image is considered, when 
several sorts of roads are shown by using a plurality of colors, 



these colors of the roads frequently interrupt a continuity of 
a background color. This may impede that the same data are 
continued when this data is processed by, for example, the 
run-length converting operation. In contrast thereto, when the 
data of this road portion is extracted from the remaining data, 
the continuity of the background color can be improved. Then, 
when this thinning-processed road data is converted by the 
run-length converting operation, it is highly likely that the 
same data are continued. As a consequence, when the remaining 
data D4 is compressed from which the selected color portion is 
extracted in this manner, the data compression ratio can be 
relatively improved. 

Further, the larger the roads contained in the map data 
are increased, the higher the compression efficiency of the 
remaining data may be conversely increased. As a consequence, 
even in a case that the position data D5, D7 , D9 and all-position 
data D2 are separately compressed which indicate such positions 
of the image, where the portions of the selected colors are 
present, it is highly likely that the entire data compression 
efficiency can be improved, as compared with the data compression 
efficiency obtained when the original image data is directly 
compressed. 

It should also be noted that since the position data 
D2, D5, D7 and D9 cannot be compressed in the lossy manner, these 
position data are compressed in the lossless manner. As a 
consequence, when the colors which are selected based upon these 
position data D5, D7, D9 and all-color selected position data 



D2 are returned, the selected colors become lossless, and can 
contribute the image quality without changing the colors. In 
order to restore the colors, the data indicative of the selected 
colors are also required. If the data amount of this data is 
compared with the data amount to be compressed, then this data 
amount may be negligible. As a result, this necessary data does 
not cause a substantial problem when the entire compression 
efficiency is improved. 

This advantage may also be achieved even in the 
proposed comparative method shown in Fig. 6 and Fig. 7 . However, 
the third embodiment can achieve the following additional 
advantages over those of the comparative method of Fig. 6 and 
Fig. 7. 

Specifically, when the proposed comparative data 
compressing method is carried out, in a case that one certain 
color is extracted from input image data and the input image data 
is separated into both position data and remaining data, such 
redundant information, that is a non-selected color, is 
contained in this position data. Similarly, in a case that one 
certain color is extracted from the remaining data and the 
remaining data is separated into both position data and remaining 
data, such redundant information, that is a non-selected color, 
is contained in this position data. 

While observing a determination result of the selected 
colors shown in Fig. 7, it can be seen that the data about the 
non-selected colors are contained in any determination result. 
This may increase the redundant characteristic and also the 
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coding amount. This is caused by the following reason. That 
is, in this compressing method, a plurality of colors are 
sequentially separated. When the final color is separated, the 
remaining data is finally produced. 

5 To the contrary, in accordance with this third 

embodiment, as shown in Fig. 8, since the final remaining data 
D4 is produced in the initial stage, the redundant characteristic 
related to the non-position data contained in the position data 
D3 is reduced. In other words, since such data related to the 

10 finally selected color (that is, remaining data D4) is not 

present in the position data D3, the redundant characteristic 
is lowered, so that the data compression effect can be increased. 
Also, there is another advantage that the run-lengths of the 
position data D5, D7, D9 of the respective selected colors after 

15 the separation can become long. Therefore, the improvement in 

the data compression effect can be furthermore expected. 

In the third embodiment, all of the position data which 
are produced in correspondence with the three selected colors 
are coded. Alternatively, since only the selected color is 

2 0 present in the selected color image data D3, the position data 

D9 of the selected color whose priority order is minimum need 
not be coded. 

This reason is given as follows . In accordance with 
the above data compressing method, the color having the top 

25 priority order is extracted from the selected color image data 

D3 so as to produce both the first position data D5 and the 
selected color remaining data D6 . With respect to this selected 
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color remaining data D6, the color having the second top priority 
order is extracted so as to produce both the second position data 
D7 and the selected color remaining data D8. This second 
position data D7 indicates the relative position of the relevant 
selected color contained in the two remaining colors. 

Assuming now that the extracting operation of the 
selected color is repeatedly performed until the determination 
of the selected color having the second lowest priority order, 
only two image data are merely contained in the selected color 
remaining data D6 in this case. That is, the selected color 
remaining data having the second lowest priority order and the 
selected color image data having the lowest priority order are 
merely contained in this selected color remaining data D6. That 
is, in the determination of this stage, the determined color 
having the lowest priority order is present at such a position 
where the selected color having the second lowest priority order 
is not present. As a consequence, even when the position data 
with respect to the selected color having the lowest priority 
order is not determined, the position thereof can be specified. 

It should also be noted that when the position data 
having lowest priority degree is also coded, the work load of 
the data processing operation is relatively increased. However, 
in this case, the following advantage may be achieved. That is, 
as to the position data having the lowest priority order, the 
same data are necessarily continued. For instance, when the 
selected color is expressed as "1", all of the data must be " 1 . " 
As a result, in a case that the same data are not continued, it 
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is likely that a certain erroneous process operation is carried 
out . Such an erroneous process determination can be carried out . 

Also, in a case that the run-length process operation 
executed in the data compressing unit 30 is realized by employing 
hardware, this run-length is limited to the bit width of the 
counter employed in this data compressing unit 30. Therefore, 
in this third embodiment, when the run-length exceeds the bit 
width, a code that the run-length is equal to "0" is inserted. 
For instance, in such a hardware that the run-length is counted 
by an 8-bit counter, when the actual run-length is equal to 260, 
255, 0, and 15 are outputted. 

Since the run-length of "0" is inserted, the code may 
be allocated to such a run-length which exceeds the limitation 
of the bit width. For instance, in a case that a run-length of 
a value "1" within 2-values of "1" and "0" is equal to 2 60, if 
simply 255 and 5 are expressed, then there is no clear definition 
that the latter value of "5" indicates either the run-length of 
"1" or the run-length of "0." Since the run-length of "0" is 
inserted, it can be cleared that the run-length 1 of 255 -» the 
run-length 0 of 0 -> the run-length 1 of 5 . As a result, it is 
so cleared that the run-length indicates "1" of 260. As a 
consequence, even the 8-bit counter can indicate the run-lengths 
larger than, or equal to 256. Apparently, if the bit width of 
the internal counter is set to a large bit width, then the above 
difficulty can be solved. 

In such a rare case that the run-length becomes very 
long, the unnecessary large bit width is provided, which may 



increase the unnecessary circuit scale and the unwanted high cost . 
To avoid this problem, the above technical solution may become 
effective. 

When the run-length process operation is realized by 
using hardware, as shown in Fig. 10, the data compressing unit 
3 0 may be arranged in such a manner that the position data as 
to a plurality of colors which are obtained by the separation 
are processed in a parallel manner in order that the position 
detection of the selected colors and the second data separation 
by the data separating unit 20 can be carried out within one cycle. 
Similarly, after the remaining data D4 have been resolved in the 
unit of bit plane, the data every plane may be processed in 
parallel. 

(Fourth Embodiment) 

In a fourth embodiment shown in Fig. 11A, a calculation 
is made of a ratio of remaining data to an original image data 
with respect to input image data in a calculation block 101, and 
a selection is made of any one of the methods of the third 
embodiment of Fig. 5 and the proposed comparative method of Fig. 
6 in a selection block 102. Then, this image data compressing 
method employs such a data separating method in accordance with 
this selected method. 

This embodiment is made by considering the following 
points. That is, in the proposed comparative method (Fig. 6 and 
Fig. 7), a total number of position data is equal to the total 
number of selected colors . In the method of the third embodiment 
(Fig. 5, Fig. 8 and Fig. 9), the all-position data D2 which is 



produced in the initial stage is present in addition to the 
position data {first, second, third position data D5, D7 , D9) 
corresponding to the respective selected colors. As a result, 
in the case that the ratio of the final remaining data to the 
5 original image data is relatively large, the method of the third 

embodiment becomes effective. However, in the case that the 
ratio of the final remaining data to the original image data is 
relatively small, the proposed comparative method becomes 
effective. 

10 Therefore, this image data compressing apparatus in 

the fourth embodiment determines as to which one of the methods 
of the third embodiment and the proposed comparative one is 
effective, and then employs the determined method. The 
effectiveness of these two methods may be compared with each 

15 other based upon a process coefficient obtained by separating 

the input image data into the all-position data D2 and position 
data D3, and the remaining data D4 in the initial stage. Further, 
the effectiveness may be compared based upon another process 
coefficient obtained by allowing the redundant characteristic 

20 of the remaining data and by sequentially producing the position 

data of the selected colors . That is , a ratio of the non-selected 
color (remaining data) with respect to the input image data, 
which is calculated from a relationship between the process 
coefficients of the above two methods, is employed. 

25 Fig. 11B represents a threshold value curve thereof. 

This threshold value curve corresponds to such a curve that when 
a total pixel number is "N", a selected color number is "n", and 
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a remaining pixel number is "a", a ratio of the remaining pixel 
number a/N = 1/n. The ratio (a/N) becomes more than and less 
than the threshold value curve when the method of the third 
embodiment and the proposed comparative method are employed, 
respectively, as shown in Fig. 11B. 

The remaining data ratio calculating block 101 scans 
the input original image data so as to calculate a ratio of the 
remaining data to the original image data. In the separating 
method selection block 102, when the calculated ratio is above 
the threshold value curve, there are many remaining data. The 
input image data is separated by way of the method of the third 
embodiment. Since it is effective to separately compress the 
image data, this method is selected. On the other hand, when 
the calculated ratio is located below the threshold value curve, 
it is effective to compress the image data by way of the proposed 
comparative method. Although the all-position data is not 
produced, this method is selected. Since the separating methods 
are thus switched in a proper manner, the data compression 
suitable for the input image can be realized. 
(Fifth Embodiment) 

A fifth embodiment shown in Fig. 12 is directed to an 
improvement of the second, third and fourth embodiments. It is 
noted in the above third embodiment, as to the color selection 
process by the color selecting unit 10, if an arbitrary color 
of an original image data is present, then this arbitrary color 
may be selected. Also, it is conceivable to select such a color 
which is selectively instructed by the external device capable 



of executing a predetermined application program process 
operation by employing an original image data. However, the 
selection color may be determined based upon a feature of an image 
to be entered. Also, as to the sequential order at which the 
second separation is carried out with respect to the position 
data D3 obtained by the first separation, the selected color may 
be preferably determined based upon the feature of the input 
image . 

Therefore, as shown in Fig. 12, in the color selecting 
unit 10, an appearance frequency degree of color data of interest 
is calculated in a block 110, and then a selected color is 
determined in a block 120 based upon this calculated appearance 
frequency degree. Then, a priority degree determining unit 15 
calculates a continuity of the color data in a block 150, and 
then determines a priority degree of the selected color based 
upon this calculated continuity. While these determined 
results are employed, both the data separating process and the 
data compressing process of either one of the second, third and 
fourth embodiments are carried out. 

For example, as shown in Fig. 13, it is assumed that 
image data is represented in 5 colors (color numbers 1 to 5), 
and the number of selected colors is 3 . The selected colors may 
be determined based upon both appearance frequency degrees and 
continuities of data along a scanning direction. In the 
run-length process operation, the position data must be produced 
in such a manner that the run-length is made longer as being 
permitted as possible in order to reduce entropy. There is a 



great possibility that as to such a color having a high appearance 
degree, the run-length thereof becomes long. As a result, the 
selected color is firstly determined from such colors whose 
appearance frequency degrees are high. The input image data Dl 
is scanned along the raster direction to calculate appearance 
frequency degrees of the respective colors, in Fig. 13, the 
colors numbered 1, 2 and 3 are selected. 

In the case that the appearance frequency degrees are 
equal to each other, in order to prolong the run-length by the 
data separation, a priority degree of such a color whose 
continuity along the scanning direction is high is increased. 
In Fig. 13, while the appearance frequency degrees of the color 
numbers 2 and 3 are equal to each other, the continuity of the 
color number 3 along the raster direction is higher than the 
remaining color numbers. As a consequence, the selected colors 
are set in this order of color number 1 color number 3 color 
number 2 , that is , in higher order of the priority degrees . Since 
the selected colors are determined in this manner, the respective 
separated position data can be converted into the data having 
the high continuities, and the data can be compressed in such 
a higher efficiency. 

It should be noted that this determination of these 
selected colors may be updated only during the first frame of 
the input image data , or may be updated every frame . For example , 
in a case that basic elements constituting an image, e.g., a 
background and a road of a map image are fixed to some extent, 
this determination of the selected colors may be updated only 



during the first frame, which will not cause any problem. 

The above, third, fourth and fifth embodiments may be 
modified as follows. 

( 1 ) Since the image data compressing apparatus is directed 
5 to a selection of plural colors, "n" sets of flag data may be 

prepared when "n" pieces of colors are selected, that is "n" is 
equal to a total number of selected colors . Also, such a selected 
position data is formed which indicates each position where n-bit 
(2 n -l) colors are present. For example, in such an assumed case 
10 that three colors of red, green and blue are selected, these three 

colors may be represented by 2 bits. That is, "00" indicates 
such a state where none of three colors is selected, "01" 
indicates the red color, "10" shows the green color, and "11" 
represents the blue color. When this modification is employed, 
15 if a single selected position data constituted by an n-bit data 

stream is prepared, then the image data compressing apparatus 
may be applied to (2 n -l) colors. As a consequence, it is likely 
that the data amount of the selected position data itself is 
relatively reduced, and the data compression ratio can be further 
2 0 improved while. 

(2) Also, as the image data which should be compressed, 
the map image is employed. However, the present invention is 
not limited to this map image. 

(3) With respect to the code allocation, there will be a 
25 case that as to either the all-position data D2 and the remaining 

data D4, which are separated by the first separation block, or 
the respective position data D5, D7, D9, which are separated by 
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the second separation block, data to be processed are identical 
to each other. In this instance, if a code indicative of this 
state is previously determined, then the coding amounts with 
respect to the different data sizes of the respective selected 
5 colors can be reduced while the run-length process operation is 

carried out for, e.g., the position data. For instance, the 
position data D5 indicated in Fig. 9 corresponds to such a result 
obtained by determining the selected color with respect to the 
selected color D3. In this case, since all of the data are not 
90 coincident with the selected color, all of these data are 

= = identical to each other. Not only such position data, but also 

H the remaining data D4 are resolved by way of the bit plane and 

also the 2-value run-length process operation. To this end, 
JL similar to the position data, there are some possibilities that 

C.15 the remaining data D4 owns the same information in the unit of 

the bit plane. As a consequence, if the process subject is set 
? " to the bit plane unit, it is likely that all of the data contained 

in this process subject may become identical to each other. 
Accordingly, this method may be applied also to the remaining 
20 data D4. 

(Sixth Embodiment) 

In a sixth embodiment, as shown in Fig. 14A and Fig. 
14B, an image data compressing apparatus has a reconstructing 
unit 100 and a data compressing unit 3 0 to execute a compressing 
25 process operation with respect to input original image data 

having a multiple value (multi-value) . This image data 
corresponds to an image before being compressed. The original 
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image data which should be processed (data-compressed) is 
represented by the color palette system. While such decimal 
values as "0" to "255" are used as this index, 256 sorts of colors 
are allocated as shown in Fig. 15B as opposed to a direct color 
system shown in Fig. 15A. The data compressing unit 30 may be 
constructed in the similar manner as in the foregoing 
embodiments . 

First, the operation of the data compressing unit 30 
will now be simply explained. This data compressing unit 3 0 has 
the data converting unit 31 and the coding unit 32 . In this data 
converting unit 31, the index is resolved into bit planes, and 
the 2-value run-length converting operation is carried out in 
the unit of each bit plane so as to increase deviation of the 
data. Then, the processed data is supplied to the coding unit 
32. In this coding unit 32, a variable length code such as the 
Huffman code is allocated. Different from the compressing 
method executed in the normal direct color image, the data 
compression should be carried out in the lossless manner. 
Therefore, the coding amount is not controlled after being coded, 
and no coding amount control unit is necessitated. 

The direct color image has a data structure which is 
less susceptible to be influenced by the lossy data compression. 
That is, even when the lossy compression is carried out with 
respect to RGB values indicative of a color in the direct color 
image, if the decoded RGB values are approximated to original 
values thereof, then these decoded colors may be made equal to 
original colors as shown in Fig. 16A. However, there is no 
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correlation relationship between an index of a color palette and 
color information (chromatic information). Thus, when the 
lower bit cut-off is made, the index is changed. It is thus likely 
that when the value of this index is only slightly changed by, 
5 for example, 1 (for instance, 99 -> 100), the resultant color 

is completely changed from the original color (for instance, red 
-> blue) as shown in Fig. 16B. 

To avoid this problem in the color palette system, 
prior to the process operation executed in this data compressing 

10 unit 30, the reconstructing unit 100, reconstructs an index of 

the color palette. That is, with respect to a color 
corresponding to the index, a color contained in image data is 
properly allocated. This color is intentionally reconstructed 
in such a manner that this color may become "a color suitable 
; ;15 for a data compression. " Specifically, the indexes of the color 

palette is reconstructed in such a manner that the indexes of 
the continuous pixels may have close values to each other . These 
pixels are continued in a sequence (for instance, raster 
direction) of a data process operation within the image data. 

20 Since the data converting unit 31 counts how many data 

are continued (that is, a plurality of same data "0" or "1" are 
continued) in the 2-value run-length converting operation, the 
larger the same data are continued, the higher the data 
compression rate is increased. As a result, the way how the data 

25 are continued may constitute a major technical aspect capable 

of improving the compression ratio. It is assumed here that 
plural pixels are continued within image data. Even when colors 
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of these pixels are largely changed (for example, red pixel and 
blue pixel)/ if the indexes of the largely changed colors are 
'approximated to each other, then there are great possibilities 
that more significant bits obtained when the indexes are resolved 
5 into bit planes can become equal to each other. 

In this embodiment, while the index is represented by 
8 bits, when indexes are continued, only the least significant 
bits (LSB) are different from each other. For instance, there 
are continuous indexes of "136" and "137". When these indexes 

10 are expressed in binary codes, these indexes become "10001000" 

and "10001001", respectively. In this index case, only the least 
significant bits thereof are different from each other, but more 
significant 7 bits of "1000100" are equal to each other. Also, 
there are continuous indexes of "137" and "138." When these 

15 indexes are expressed in binary codes, these indexes become 

"10001001" and "10001010", respectively. In this index case, 
only the lower significant 2 bits are different from each other. 
More significant 6 bits of "100010" are equal to each other. 

Also, even when plural indexes are not continued, if 

20 the numeral values thereof are close to each other, then 

considerable number of more significant bits thereof are equal 
to each other when these pixels are expressed in binary codes 
(by bits). Therefore, in the case that the 2-value run-length 
converting process operation is carried out with respect to data 

25 of each resolved plane of the bit-plane, it becomes more likely 

that the same data are continued. Since the data are coded, the 
data compression ratio can be relatively increased. 
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If indexes are selected to be nearly equal to each other, 
then such a high possibility is so corrected that the more 
significant bits obtained when the indexes are resolved into the 
bit planes are equal to each other. However, for example, in 
5 a case that the indexes are selected to be "127" and "128", when 

these indexes are expressed in binary codes, the following bits 
"01111111" and "10000000" are obtained. All of these bits are 
not completely made coincident with each other. However, such 
a phenomenon only occurs in such a localized case of "bit carry" 

10 which may give an adverse influence to the more significant bits . 

As a consequence, such a possibility that the more significant 
bits obtained when the indexes are resolved into the bit planes 
are equal to each other would become relatively large. 

To avoid such an inconvenient possibility that even 

15 when the indexes are approximated closely to each other, only 

small numbers of coincident bits are present, or none of 
coincident bits are present due to such an exceptional case, the 
following countermeasure may be taken . That is , when the indexes 
are reconstructed in order to have the close values, such indexes 

20 are allocated by which a total number of planes where the data 

of the corresponding planes are equal to each other become 
relatively large. That is, like the indexes of "136" and "137", 
the indexes are allocated to the portion in which no adverse 
influence caused by the bit carry does not occur. As a 

25 consequence, the data compression efficiency can be further 

improved. 

As described above, in this embodiment, the indexes 
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are reconstructed in such a manner that the indexes of the pixels 
contained in the image data may have the approximated values, 
and these pixels are continued in the sequence of the data 
processing operation. When the index values can be made close 
5 to each other, the continuity of the data after being converted 

can be improved, and also the improvement in the data compression 
ratio can be further expected. Either one of the following 
methods may be employed to approximate the indexes. 

(1) indexes of color palette colors under use are made 
10 continuous . 

The continuous indexes of the color palette are 
selected to be "0" to "255", that is 256 indexes. It is 
conceivable that there are certain indexes which are not used. 
In this case, while not-used indexes are separated, if the 
15 indexes of the color palette under use are made continuous, then 

the above indexes of the contained pixels can become closer 
values. Also, in this case, it is effective to apply this method 
in view of the coincident characteristic of the values of the 
bit planes. For instance, the range of indexes to be used is 
20 selected in such a manner that there is no such a relationship 

of the indexes corresponding to "bit carry (for example, 01111111 
-> 10000000 causing adverse influence up to more significant 
bit." Then, the indexes may be continued within this range. A 
similar idea may be applied to the following example. 
25 (2) The indexes of the color palette are sequentially 

allocated in correspondence with a sequential order of colors 
which are used many times within the image data. 
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In accordance with this index allocation, the indexes 
of such colors which are used many times are made nearly equal 
to each other. Thus, the probability when the approximated 
values of the indexes contained in the image data are continued 
5 is increased. As a result, the higher improvement in the data 

compression ratio can be further executed. For example, when 
a map image is used, it is so assumed that an amount of a color 
used for a background is the largest value, and an amount of a 
color used for a road is the second largest value. In this case, 

10 there are many cases that the background is located adjacent to 

the road. If indexes corresponding to these background/road 
colors are continued, then the continuity of the data after being 
converted can be increased. 

There are also many cases that a color of a road may 

15 be made different, depending upon a sort of this road. For 

example, while a plurality of colors are set as road colors, in 
a case that use amounts of these colors within an image are 
determined in this order of "background" -» A sort of road (for 
example, city road) — > B sort of road (for instance, state road) 

20 -» C sort of road -» D sort of road E sort of road, , indexes 

may be allocated in this order. As a result, since such indexes 
by which the continuity of the data after being converted can 
be improved may occur many times in this higher possibility order, 
the entire data compression ration can be increased. 

25 (3) As to allocation of indexes: 

When a large number of colors are employed in an image, 
the following method may be taken to determine how to allocate 
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which index to the relevant color. 

1) A pair of indexes is determined: 

A pair of two colors are determined in accordance with 
the following determination method. 
5 Among data located immediately preceding and 

following a color of interest, the largest numbers of color 
except for this color of interest are used as an index immediately 
preceding or following the color of interest. For example, 
considering the above example (2), first, both the background 

10 color and the A sort of road are used as a pair. Next, a pair 

of colors is determined in a recursive manner by employing a 
similar pair determining method with respect to colors which are 
not yet paired. That is, while the color of the B sort of road 
is paired with the color of the C sort of road, the color of the 

15 D sort of road is paired with the E sort of road. Then, the indexes 

of these paired colors are arranged in the color palette. As 
a consequence, since the index of the present pixel can be 
approximated to an index of such a pixel located immediately 
preceding or following this present pixel, the higher data 

20 compression ratio may be expected. This pixel implies such a 

pixel located adjacent to the present pixel in view of the 
sequence of the image processing operation. 

2) A relationship between pairs is also considered: 
The indexes are not always continuous between the 

25 pairs, although the indexes are made continuous in each index 

pair determined as above . Therefore , after determining the pair , 
the color which is used more among the pairs is designated as 
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a representative color, and the indexes are allocated in order 
from the representative color which is relatively most used in 
the image data. For instance, in the case of above 1), the 
background color and the color of the A sort of road are determined 
5 to be the first pair. The colors of the B sort of road and the 

C sort of road are determined to be the second pair, and the colors 
of the D sort of road and the E sort of road are determined to 
be the third pair. In this instance, the representative colors 
of the three pairs are determined to be the background color, 

10 the color of the B sort of road and the color of the D sort of 

the road, respectively. Thus, the order of colors most used 
results in the background color -» the color of the B sort of 
road — > the color of the D sort of road. Therefore, the indexes 
are allocated in the order from the first pair, the second pair 

15 and the third pair. 

As a result, the index of the present pixel can be made 
close to the indexes of the adjoining pixels. Furthermore, the 
indexes of such colors which are used many times can be made close 
to each other. Therefore, while observing the seguential order 

20 of the image process operation, the probability at which the 

close values of the indexes are continued is increased, and the 
higher compression ratio can be expected. 

(4) Adaptation to display or expression based on the 
dither method portion: 

25 In the limited color representation using the color 

palette, in order to modify for a lack of color quantity, a 
half-tone color is produced by a "display or expression based 
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on the dither method" in which the spatial frequency resolving 
is sacrificed. For example, half-tone colors may be used for 
the background and a park P in the map (Fig. 17). As a consequence, 
also as to this display or expression based on the dither method, 
5 indexes of adjoining colors are made nearly equal to each other. 

It is assumed that there is no correlation 
relationship among the indexes corresponding to the colors used 
in this display or expression based on the dither method. In 
this instance, as shown in the left side in Fig. 18, even when 
:. 1 0 the indexes are resolved into the bit planes, the data becomes 

random. That is, no continuity can be provided because the 
% I addresses of the display or expression based on the dither method 

% l color are so different. However, as shown in the right side in 

1 Fig. 18B, if the indexes are approximated to close values so that 

15 the display or expression based on the dither method color are 

arranged at close addresses, then the more significant plane has 
a small variation and the continuity is improved thereby to 
improve a compression ratio. In the case of such a dither 
indication, the color changing frequency degree is especially 
20 large. As a result, if no countermeasure is taken, it is highly 

likely that the discontinuity of the data after being resolved 
into the bit planes is increased. Therefore, it is necessary 
to take some countermeasures for this discontinuous portions to 
improve the compression ratio of the entire image. 
25 (5) Adaptation to landmark display portion: 

In some instances , in place of compressing a map image, 
only a part of the entire map image, for instance, landmark 
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indications such as department stores D and train stations ST 
shown in Fig- 19A may be subjected the data compression. In this 
instance, indexes of colors used in these landmarks are made 
close to each other. There are many cases that a color 
5 arrangement of a landmark is originally determined . If the color 

palette is reconstructed in such a manner that the indexes of 
the colors used for the landmark are approximated to each other, 
then the continuity of the data can be improved and also the data 
compression ratio can be improved. 

10 The colors are arbitrarily allocated to the indexes 

of the color palette. For instance, in a case that a plurality 
of indexes corresponding to the same colors are present, there 
is a certain possibility that the entire indexes whose total 
number is limited cannot be used. In this instance, while there 

15 are 256 indexes in total, it is assumed that each of the same 

colors is allocated to two indexes, only a half of 256 colors 
{that is 128 colors) may be used. As a consequence, if the colors 
are commonly used for the landmark, then the color pallet can 
be effectively used as shown in Fig. 19B. 

20 (6) Adaptation to other portion: 

The landmark explained in the above (5) corresponds 
to an example of the specific elements used in the map image. 
That is, this is such a technical idea that the indexes of the 
colors used in the specific elements are made close to each other. 

25 In general, there are many opportunities that a landmark is 

constituted by a plurality of colors. As a consequence, the 
indexes of the colors used in this landmark are made nearly equal 
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to each other- As the specific elements, for example, both the 
background and the road, and both the background and the symbol 
may be used. This is because the continuity of the" background 
of the map image may be interrupted by the road and the symbol. 

In this case, there are many cases that a plurality 
of indexes are used as the road color and the symbol colors. As 
a consequence, in this case, the indexes may be sequentially 
arranged to the indexes located close to the background color 
from the road color and the symbol color, which are used many 
times in the road map. For instance, it is assumed in Fig. 19C 
that the amount of use is large in the order of "city road" -> 
"state road" -> "symbol" -> "toll road." Both the index of "city 
road" and the index of "state road" are arranged adjacent to the 
index of the background color. Furthermore, the index of 
"symbol" and the index of "toll road" are arranged adjacent to 
these indexes. In accordance with this manner, the road color 
and the symbol color, which may interrupt the continuity of the 
background color, can be effectively arranged, so that the 
continuity of the data can be improved and the compression ratio 
can be increased. 

In the case of the proposed comparative method shown 
in Fig. 6 and Fig. 7 in which the map image is employed as an 
example, an arbitrary color (e.g., background color) contained 
in the map image is selected so as to be separated into the 
modified color data and the selected position data, which are 
separately compressed. The modified color data corresponds to 
such data that the background portion is made identical to the 
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color of the road. The color of this background corresponds to 
such a color which is relatively used many times within the map 
image data. In such an image that the background color is made 
equal to the road color, the continuity of the same color is 
considerably increased with respect to the original image data. 
That is, since the color is changed from the background into the 
road, or from the road to the background, the continuity of the 
data is interrupted . 

However, since the above method is carried out, the 
continuity is increased. As a result, the length of the same 
data which is continued when the run-length conversion is carried 
out may relatively become long, so that the compression 
efficiency can be increased with respect to such an original 
image data which is not separated. As a result, even when the 
selected position data is separately compressed, the compression 
efficiency can be increased in total, as compared with such a 
case that the original data is directly compressed. This 
proposed comparative method may be combined with this sixth 
embodiment. In this case, the modified color data may be formed 
before/after the color palette is reconstructed, preferably 
before the color palette is reconstructed. 

Further, in the proposed comparative method, the 
remaining data is used to replace the modified color data. That 
is, in the case of the modified color data, for example, the 
modification is carried out by using the road color instead of 
the selected background color. In the case of the remaining data, 
the background color is merely thinning-processed (extracted) , 
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but no modification is performed. Such a data used to indicate 
the extracted position is required. Such a method may be 
"similarly combined with the sixth embodiment. 

In the sixth embodiment, a map image is exemplified 
5 as the image data to be compressed. However, a natural image 

may be used. In the case of such a map image, the same colors 
are continued in the background area. Further, when the color 
is changed, this color change is sharp and the high frequency 
components of the spatial frequency are increased. As a result, 

10 the continuity of the more significant bits when the data is 

resolved into the bit planes is increased in this color change 
portion, the data compression ratio of the entire image can be 
largely increased. 

(Seventh Embodiment) 

15 The above embodiments may be combined into a seventh 

embodiment as shown in Fig. 20. In this embodiment, the input 
image data is applied to a modifying block and then to a 
compressing block in a manner similar to that shown in Figs. 1A 
and IB. The processing in the modifying block is executed as 

20 shown in Figs. 2A to 2C. The input image data is also applied 

to a separation block and then to the compressing block in a manner 
similar to that shown in Figs. 4A and 4B (Fig. 6) and Fig. 5. 
The process of Figs. 4A and 4b is executed in detail as shown 
in Fig . 6 . The data is separated by a separation method selection 

25 block in a manner similar to that shown in Fig. 11A before being 

applied to the separation block. In the separation block, a 
color priority determination block is constructed in a manner 
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similar to that shown in Fig. 12. A reconstruction means is 
constructed in a manner similar to that shown in Fig. 14A. 

The present invention should not be limited to the 
disclosed embodiments, but may be implemented in many other ways 
5 without departing from the spirit of the invention. 
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